
COLLECTORS' 
v04.. 19 Ni 220 

Thr ee covl'rs of 
A I mncla Books 
whic h wili i>l' 
urescn tine ... om e 
or the t incst Magn et 
s tori c .. in a new 
form at. 

DIGEST 
APta.11. 19o5 

F'our issues 
•:1ill be 
publi shed in 
May. 



Po ~ 2 

COLLECTORS' t>IGtST 
FOl:l-DE1l i n 1946 ty HIBFER1' LECKHBY 

Vol . _1~9~~~ -- 1_1c_.~220~~~~~-AI'R~l-L~, _1_9_6_5~~~~P_r_i_c_e_2_s_._Oc_'~· 

-~ ----...--_-::----~---;.= Sii' 

A WORD FROM THE SKIPPER. 

THE PURPLE HILU; 
We know t h.et distance lends encl':antment tc the view . We would 

not questi on C6J!!pbell or. that er.tirely accurate staten:er.t . Wl:en we 
lock back , we tend to remember or.ly the best of thE. t far - off yester 
day. \le sigh happily a t t he thought of sitting with or.e of our 
favo ur ite papers before a glowing fire in a ccEy roo1t. We forget 
ho~ cold our bed-rOOII was when we toddled o~f tc rcot:t. (Tt.ough we 
were probably nor.e the worse for the cold bed-room , ) 

But thou gh, for us , Time tends to emtellish the receding scene 
with rosy ti nts , the re is no doubt tha t yoUfl.ger people to-Cay are 
given distorted ideas of many feature~ of the past . 

Centr al hcatin& ce rt ainly has its advantag es ( when it is 
efficient, as it isn ' t always ! ) . Or.e joy of the mcdern wcrld is to 
sit facing, on the left a televi~ion set , or. t he right a radio tor . 
But for many of us the coel and woOC fire , or. the left , ar.d the 
latest Magnet, in hand, took some beating . 

It is. incredible to the young that anytiOC.y could ever ha.ve er~
joyftd a silent film . That is because tl".e projec t i or: of talking 
films is very mud: faster. A silent film. shoftn or. a sc,und film 
pz·ojector , is ridic1'.lous • . To irak:E arJ old si le r.t film anything but 
ludicrous , it has to be re - phot ogra phed •i th inevita ble enormous lots 
of quality . In consequer .ce, the majority of people have forgot.ten 
just heft· entertainin g s ome of tho~e cld films wex·e. 
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Not so long ago I sa w what was advertised as Charlie Chapl i n I s · 
famous comedy "Shoulder Arms." In fact , it was only a fr agment of 
that famous film . In the middle was a chunk from an old Chaplin Key
stone , and a sub-title announced that "Charlie was dr eaming in the 
trenches ." The whole t hing only ran for twenty minutes . Small 
wonder that the youngsters said : 11tlhat ever did Mum and Dad ever see 
in that when they were chi ldre n?" 

One can sympathise with Chaplin who has apparently often taken 
ac tion again.st small firms who have released mere chwllce of his old 
materpieces while adver t is in g them as t he real thing . 

The same pri nciple certainly applies to the old s tori es . Since 
the war we have often seen grossly mutilated cmmks of reading matt er, 
announced as the work of Charles Hamil ton. We have even s een s torie R 
i n which he had no hand at all passed off as his work . We know, 
because we remember or because we still possess masses of his real 
work . But the mod.em youngs t e1· is give n a di storted vie w of the 
past , and can be forgiven for saying : 11Mum and Dad must have been 
cracked ever to have liked t al es li ke that. 11 

For this reason we are looking wi th great in te re st at the forth
coming pub\ication by Armada Paperbacks of some of the finest Hamilton 
series . I't is a splendid project , and should be a grea t success if , 
as Armada assur e s us , t here has been no mutilation of the sto ries . 
We are keeping our fingers crossed . 

WHAT A MARVELLOUS IDEA! 
With such words or similar , plen ty of readers have acc laimed the 

suggestion by a corresponden t in last month's "The Postman Called " 
column that a badge or necktie should be made availab l e to link hobby 
enthusiasts . Anything of the sort would not be very dif f i cult to 
arrange , at no excessive cost , providing a sufficient number of ow
rea ders suppor ted the plan . 

A badge in the form of a brooch would obviously have t he advantage 
of being avai l able to our ladies . On the other hand , a tie would be 
more permanent, as brooches are easily lost . Possibly a t ie wit h the 
badge woven into the broad end . Or even poss i bl y a hobby tie and a 
brooch as well. 

It is an attr activ e idea, certainly wort h fur ther considera t ion . 

HENCE BEATLEMANIA! 
At my barbe r ' s , a dey or two ago , two very small boys had jus t 

had their hai r cu t . The elder handed 5/- to the barber . 
11! want another two shil li ngs , 11 said the barber . 
"Mum thought it was 2/ 6 for our haircut , " pi ped the small boy . 
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"Three and six : 11 said the barber sternly . "Run home and get 
the othe r two bob . 11 

I was lost in reflection. When I was a chi ld it cost thr eepence , 
or even tup pence, to have my hair c.-ut. Even dur i ng the war a child 
could have a trim for fourpence or little more . 

To- day it costs a mother, with two boys , seven shilli ngs t o have 
the ir in.ops attended t o. No "·cnde:· we find it dif f icult at times to 
dis tinguis h boys from gir l s in 196~. 

Old boys ' books are not the only items where the price has 
rocke tcd beyond reco g;ni tio n . 

WHAT ABOUT THE GIRl.S? 
A lady C.D. r eader has been trying to get informa ti on concern ing 

an old Girls ' Frie nd Library entit:...ed "The Twins of Twyneham. " So 
fa r she has been unlucky , 

One of our ladies a t Excelsior House has asked me whet her anyone 
remembers an old story (she thinks it was in the G.F.L.) ent itled 
"The Do or Dare Girls " or "The Do or Dare Club ." Does anyone 
remember? 

In the next Annual, some particu l ars about the Girls ' FrieM 
Library plus a lis t of titles and autho r s woul d be of interest to many. 
We are wondering whether t his might be beyond t he power s even of our 
llr . Lofts . It has certainly been beyond 1!!l for many years . 

THE EDITOR. 

-- - ------- -- -----··- - ---- ----- ------
OUR THIRD "GEMS OF !IAHILTONIA" COMPErI TION 

Once again we i nvite r eaders to place s i x Gema of Hamil tonia in 
the order of their pr eference . This t ime, the i tems are the six fron 
No. 13 (November 1964 C.D.) to No. 18 (this issue ). 

1tle ask our readers to consider each extract on its own merit 
alone , and NOT to take into considerat i on the story or ser ies from 
which t he extr act was taken . Gi ven l oose with this issue is th e entzy 
form for the conte s t . This coupon contains a grid msrked A to F. 
Under A mark the number of the ext ract whi ch you conside r the most 
ceri torious , Mark your second choice Wlder B, and so on until you 
have placed all si x extracts in your orde r of preference. Finally , 
i n t he f ew lines under the grid on the coupon, write a few words to 
explain what caused you to decide on the very bes t extr ac t. 

A prize of £1 will be awarded to the compet i tor whose entr y comes 
nearest to the or der as decided by the popular vote. There will be 
one or two book nrizes for runners -uo . ~ 3-~:1 S:.j~'fi nth. 

., 



Page 5 

HAMILTONIANA--
THOSE SUBSTITOTE STORI SS By J . R. Murtagh , New Zealand 
I have r ead with a great deal of i nterest the various comments in 

recent C.Ds. on the subs t itute stories in the Magnet and Gem. 
llbile I agree that it is a pity that Cl8J'lY of the se stories were 

ever wr1 tten , they were 88 Roger J enkins said in the Jan . 1965 C .D. 
a necessary evil . 

'ihat I do not agree with is that they should be ignored 88 not 
'Jeing worthy of collec tion . I feel that they form an important part 
of the complete story of the life cf the Magnet and Gem. Though, 
usually , the stories are inferior , this does not mean that the illus 
tr at io ns on the cove rs and inside ere also inferior. The opposite 
ls very of ten the case. Many fine illustrations appear in the sub
stitute issues and this also applies to the Editor ' s chats and variour 
other departments . 

Then we get happenings in the substi tute stories that alter t he 
overall history of Greyfriars and St . Jim ' s. One very well known 
instance is Magnet No. 520 "A Very Gallan t Gentleman" in which Pentelcw 
killed off Courtney of the Sixth . Nobody is happy about this but it 
is part of Greyfriars history whether we like it or not. A poor 
story , but I would say a must in every collector ' s file . 

Another reason tits t makes the substitute stories worthy of a 
pla ce in one' s coll ection is fo r reference purposes . From time to 
time , discussions crop up about different substitute s tor ies such as 
the recent remarks by Laurie Sutton on the authorship of some of the 
substitute stories and at such times it is in teresting to look out the 
stories if one has them. In Danny' s Diary various s tories are men
tioned . Here agai n it gives a collector much pleasure to look up the 
issues even if they are sub stories . 

Another interesting point I have found is that when buying Magnets 
and Gems the substitute stories are no cheaper than the genuine ones. 
They seem to be just as hard to get . In my own collection of Magnets , 
I only require 11 issues to complete the run of bl ue and white copies 
and 3 of these are subs t itu te i ssues . Of the 27 issues I want t o 
complete 11\Y run of Yellow Magnets 13 are substitute issues . It seems 
to me that the majority of coll ectors do not part with their substi 
tute stories and a point that seems to add proof to this is that when 
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I knew a list of substitute stories was to appear in the 1962 C,D, 
Annual, I had an advert inserted on page 91 which read "SUbstitute 
Magnets Wanted, cash or will exchange genuine Hamilton Magnets or 
othe r papers for them. Result - not one single reply . To me this 
seems to verify what I am now sure is correct , that the majority of 
collectors collect al l issues of t he Magnet and Gem regardless of 
whether they are genuine Ramil ton or not and thereby get the complete 
picture of the Greyfriars and St . Jim's history if it could be called 
that. 

With the llamilton Library it is natural that members with so 
many hundreds of genuine stories to choose from, ask for these. I 
would m,yself , until such time as I had read all the genuine Ramil ton 
s t ories. But without the subs titute sto ries the record is 
incomplete . 

++ ++ +++ 

LET' S BE CON'IROVERSIAL 

No. 86, THE DEBT 
I have not read the Autobiography of Compton Mackenzie, but 

according to Mr. Frank Shaw (whose letter appears in our "Postman 
Called " column) Mackenzie speaks of being lucky to live in the palm,y 
days of the B.O.P. so he "escaped vretched papers like the Magnet." 

I don't know Compton Mackenzie ' s age , but I assume that he was 
very much an adul t long before the Magnet was corv:iuering British boy
hood. I t seems possible even that Mackenzie really doesn' t know very 
much about the Magnet, I don ' t know whether he explains just wh,Y he 
considers the Magnet a wretched paper. Perhaps he doesn't know 
either . It might even be one of those "Wah! I have spoken!" comments 
in which some folk indulge and feel no need to qualify , 

Mackenzie seys (once again , according to Mr, Shaw): "Billy 
Bunter's author was closer in toucr with toda,y than the r eally K22!!. 
vri ters of sc hool stories in the nineteenth century . " 

I am not sure whether the stress on "good" is Mackenzie's or Mr. 
Shaw's. I do not lm.ow, either , whether Mackenzie ment ions the names 
of those "good" writers of the 19U, century which he had in mind. 
Perhaps he doesn • t. People who generalise often don• t . They expect 
us to take t heir word fo r it . 

A final extract f rCIII. Mr. Shaw's let ter : "Mackenzie gives deserved 
praise to T, B. Reed ( t o whom Richerds never acknowledged his debt ) . " 

It 111!\Y be that the comment in parenthesis is Mr. Shaw's own. 
I can• t for the life of me see what debt Frank Richerds can 

possibly have owed to T .B. Reed. I can I t fathom wh11.t fonn thA.t 9:ll eped 
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debt ia suppoeed to take . I have read the entire output of both 
vr iters so I daresay I can judge fairly vell between th .... 

Reed ' s total output vas not large , and less than half comprised 
school stories. Of these there vere "The Fifth Foni at St. Dtainic ' s , • "The Villouiit, by Capteins, • "The Cock House a t Felsgarth" and , a t a 
pinch, "The llaater of t he Shell ." 

What is Frank Richards supposed to have got from that lot ?? To 
suggest that t he enonaous llsmilton output stEIIIIIIOd fraa tho se few 
st ori es is , in 1113 viev , ridiculous. 

So far as I know there is no proo f even that Hamil ton ever read 
Reed . It is quite likely that he di d . He llll\Y even have said thst 
he did . He can ' t have gained much beyond enjoyment . 

Hamilton' s style vas peculiarly his own - which vas vhy it vas so 
successf'ul - which is why s o many vri ters copied him vi th the passing 
years. He might hsve got the "llho ' s Cock House at St . Jim's? • idea 
from "Cock House at Felsgarth." Ile might hs ve got the Kildare
l!ontei th th eme from "Villoug hby Ca;,teins . • There is no proof tha t he 
did. He 1111\Y hs ve got a fev ideas from other vrit ers, Reed incl uded. 
And why the beck shouldn ' t be? Hov ll8ll1 vriters hsve not got ideas 
from othe r authors nov and then? Precious fev . 

And whil e ve are talkiDg about debts , vhat about the debts of 
oth er vriters to Chsrlee Hamilton? What about thoee vho earned a 
living by vriting about the very chsracters he bad created? Vhat 
about the countless vri ters vho copi ed the sty l e and eyetem which he 
had developed so suc cess fully? Did they ever ackno vl edse the debt 
vbi ch they oved hiJI? No, sir! 

Did any mn do aore than Chsrles llaailton t o entertain and in
spire young people? Vas any vri ter so generelly loved for so long a 
time ? 

How many peopl e have aclmovledged their debt to hiJI? Ve lligb t 
ask ourselves that question before ve dwell on hi s illaginary debt to 
Talbot Baines Reed . 

The B.O.P. vas a more "classy " paper than the ""8net, To vrite 
for the B.O.P. gi,ve a vriter a snoo advantage over a man vho wrot e 
for the cheap weeklies . Chsrlee llaailton overcame that disadvantage 
vben he von bis vay to the top as the world ' s greatest vriter of 
school s t ories . 

COimlO'm!SliL IICl!O&S 

No. 84. Tll8 CIW!ll Cf ROQ(MOOD 
JACK OVERl!I1L: In thi s aonth ' s C.D. you ask if any old eta&er 
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remembers what effect the Rookwood stories in the BOYS' PRJKND had on 

him. 
I first read the CD! in November 1914 (TOM KERRY' S \IAR F1JND); I 

was soon reading the IIACNET, DREAD!!OUGHT and PENNY POPULAR for the 

Creyfriars and St . Jim ' s stories . At the tice I was an errand - boy 

out of school hours (3/ - a week for 35 hours a week) . I was urged by 

advertisements in tho Companion Papers to take the BOYS ' FR1END be-

cause of the new RookYood stories . I took it and wss charmed by thett. 
\lhy? you ask . I don 't know. I lik ed the n&'lle of the school ; and 

I liked the name Jim:,y Silver and that of Lovell , his henchman. But I 

think fundament ally it was to do vi th t he lishthesrted nature of the 
stories . Affection for Rookwood lingered , It was there when I was 

buying r:,y son the S.O.L. twenty years later , in the 1930s . 

DON llEBS1'ER: Oh yes , Rookwood had a chann all its own. S...ehow 

Coombe Station seamed to possess that tou ch of our English countryside . 

You ask if any reader immediately took to The Boys Friend vi th 

the advent of the Rookwood tales in 1915, I did , for one (in spite of 

its ungainly size) and retained rt1/f interest for many years until the 

long Wi ld West series turned me into an 1occasional. 1 purchase r . 
Rookwood seemed to be the ' happy medium' between St , Jim's and Crey

friars . J1mrt1/f Silve r and Lovell provided a strong contrast, but rt1/I 

favouri te , if any , vould be placid Arthur Newcome. 
What better series could one ask for than "The !!asters ' Strike" 

series - not repeated elsewhere I think , 

C!X>RCE SELLARS: I have always had a soft spo t for Rookwood ever since 

I disco vered that charming school in 1915, I missed the first fev 

stori es (but I have read them since in reprints) and enjoyed reading 

them for about eight years . I think there wer e more humorous stories 

than dramati c ones and Mornington was rt1/f favourite character, only 

second to Jimi:\Y Silver . I think some of Charles Hamilton ' s bes t 

stories were about "Horny" especially a series when he was struck 

blind in a fisht with Lattrey and I still remember those grand stories 

I read fifty y .. ars 880· Another great se ries was the kidnapping of 

the Fistical Four by the German, a Mr, Legden. Of course the first 

barring-out story vas 0... 212 "The Great Barring--Out at St . Jim ' s . " 

I must say I can ' t ever remember reading a dull story about those very 

cheery chums of Rookwood. 

ERIC FAYNE adds : The Rookwood Barring-Out vas , as ve stated , the first 

Haailton ~out~ · "The Great Barring--Out at St , Jim'a"had 
appeared several years earlier (and it vas a far bette r tale than the 

Rookwood set ), but the St , Jim ' • eoecimen was only a single sto rr ; 
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the actual barring-out , like Bob Cherry ' s Barring--Out of a short vhile 

af ter , was over in a few chapters . 
To be stric tly accurate , l!orning t on was blinded by a stone in a 

snowball thrown by Lattrey 
++++++t 

GEMS OF HAMILTONIA No. 18 (Nev Series) 

"You will repea t th.is sentence after me, Bunter - 'Henry Herbert 

Higgins had a hap py holiday . • • 
Bunter f ai rly jumped . 
He gazed at Mr. Quelch , his little round eyes bulging in amaze

cnent behind his big glasses . 
Had Mr. Quelch told him that a pie had been missed belov stairs , 

Bunter was prepared to advance the theory that i t had been t aken , dish 

and all , by the housekeeper ' s cat. Had Mr. Quelch told him that 

Wingate of the Sirlh had missed a cake from his study , Bunter was ready 

to suggest that it vas one of those daylight burglars y()U read ab()Ut 

in the paper s . Had l!r . Quelch info rmed him that Mrs . l!imble , at t he 

tuckshop , had complained about an cver-<lue acc=t standing to !!aster 

Bunter ' s debit , the Ovl of the Remove mi@llt have attribu ted it to t he 

good lady ' s imagination , or even t o t he stout which Mrs. l!imble took , 

not because she liked it , but because the doctor ordered it . 

Had Bunter been accused of anything , in fact , he was ready to 

deal vi th the matter with a disregud for veracity as complete as if 

he had been specially tr ai ned for th e dip lomatic service. 

But when Mr. Quelch to ld him that Henry Herbert Higgins had had a 

happy or an unhappy holiday , or vhether he had had a holiday at all , 

Bunter was fairly flabbergated . 
He blinked a lmost dazedly at Mr. Quelch . 

WANTED: Sexton Blake Libs : No. 126 (1 st series) The Great Diamond 

Bluff; No. 2'.34 (1st series) The Secret of the Oblong Chest : No. m 
(1st series) The Outlaw of Yugo-Sllwia ; No. 455 (2nd series) The Outlaw 

of Yugo-Slavis . 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON 

~: Copies of "CHA'l'l'ERBOX" for period up to 1914-1918 liar. 

Offers to: -

J . A . RUSSELL, 20 MELVILLE GARDENS, BISIIOPBRIGGS1 
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B LAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPl!IliE PACK!Wi 

'i!l , Archdale Road, East Dulrlch , Loooon, S . E. 22 

IN AND AROUND BAKER STREET ( 5) By Walt er Webb 

They Wrote in Collabo ra t ion 

ilri ting partnerships in bygone days were not at all uncommon, 

and, a t least one UNION JACK serial was written by two very well 

known authors , who shared a famous paeudocym . They make an interest-

ine and imposing list , though to give them all would be to take up 

much needed space ; however, here are those who were , in some measure, 

connected with Blake as contr ibutors , or were vri ters of repri nted 

stories which appeared in the Blake papers : 
ROBERT and MARIE CONNOR LEIGHTON, (husband and wife) ; the 

DOUGLAS WAIBHE' s , {husband and wife ; she was NORAH VA\IDREY, a cont ri 

butor to the women' s papers ) ; MR. and MRS. E . C. HEATH HOSKEN, 

{husband and wife ; she was Cor alie Stanton , a well - knovn eubsc riber 

to Hamilton Edwards ' • various papers ) ; "Andrew and Geoffrey Gray" 

(A. C. MURRAY and J . G. JON&S - both Blake writers) ; "Andrew Cray" 

and "Ambrose Earl e" - ditto ) ; "Roland Spence r" an d FRANCIS WARWICK -

the foroer being G!X>FFREY PROUT); LADBROKE BLACK and THOMAS COX 

~ H {who wrote sini;).y and in harness as "Paul Urguhart " ) ; HILARY 

ST. JOIDI SAUNDERS and JOIDI PALMER { who wrote as "Francis Seeding " ) ; 

and LT. COL. CYRI L NEILE and CEJ!ARD FAIRLIE (author and inspirator 

resp ect ivel y of t he charac t er of Bull - Dog Drummond) . 

"Francis Seeding " was the author of the U .J. se r ial menti oned in 

the opening sentence . 

The Carrs and the Murrays of Fleetw ay House 

Looking through the many juvenile peri odicals of l ong ago , t he 

researcher quickly becomes conscious of the many s imil arities to be 
found in t he names of t he men given as autho r s . Ther e wer e , he dis

covers , enough writers named, or pen- named, Carr and Murray at Flee t

way House at one period to have half - filled the Remove form at 

Greyfriare l An exaggeration? By no meens, ae the following list 

will prove , commencing wit h the Carr ' s : 
GORDON CARR, G!X>RGE CARR, HOWARD CARR, KENT CARR, ADAMS CARR, 
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ERNEST A. CARR, and DARGAVILLE CARR. 
And the Murray1 s : 
WILLIAM MURRAY, G!X>FFREY MURRAY, ROBIBT MURRAY, G. C. MURRAY, 

MARR MURRAY, (e:z:cept for one letter , almost a combination of the two 
names !), ANDRE\I MURRAY, A. C. MURRAY, and EDGAR JOYCE MURRAY. 

And if you threw in the many Hope's and Gray's , there would have 
bee n enough to have actual l y filled the Remove, and here , commencing 
wit h the Gray's , were the ful l names of the writers in question : 
Andrew Gray, Geoffrey Gray , Gilbert Gray, Profes sor Gray, Henry Gray, 
Cecil Gray, 11. E. Stanton Hope, Capt . G. A. Hope, Wa lter Hope, &lgar 
Hope, and &iwin S. Hope. 

DARGAVILLE CARR was definitely a real name, and he was closely 
associated with Alfred Harmswor th in the very early days . An Irish
man, he married a Miss Gordon, daught er of a Dr. Gordon, rose high in 
the firm , and eventually became, li ke Robert Lei ghton , a direc tor of 
ANS\IERS. 

On the other hand, "Adams Carr" was a pseudonym, and, al t hough it 
may not have appeared as the name of an author in any of the boys ' 
pape r s , it certainly did in some issues of ANS\IERS. It was bestowed 
upon Douglas Walshe on occasions when that writer had other material 
of his appearing under his own name in the same number. Arthur Bax, 
the edito r , chose "Adams Carr" as the pen- name, and a colleague has 
recal led t hat Walshe was rather annoyed about it - or pretended to be 
- because , at that time , he possessed a car , American make, which was 
cal le d an 11Adams." Walshe , i n his pleasure of possessing such a 
means of conveyance , denied to many of his kidney in those days , had 
talked about it quite a l ot , and probably thought that hi s edito r was 
poking fun at him. 

Regarding Gordon Carr , thi s could have been both the real name of 
an employee at the firm and the pen-name of a writer , or writers . 
Harking back on the Carr-Bayfield dispute , my view i s that it was us ed 
to cover the ident ities of two men - not working separat el y , as 
suggested , - but writing i n coll aborati on under the same pen-name, 
with Bayfield being part-author in every ins t ance . Afte r care ful 
study of the work of Frederick Atkins , otherwi se 'Ten ton Ash, " noting 
the way his dial ogue was s et down, with particular regard to certa i n 
ejaculations he was wont to use over and over again , and his sty le 
generally , I feel confident that the early sto rie s under the G. Carr 
byl ine were, in actua l fact, wri tt en by Atkins am Bayfield in 
collabo rat ion, with G. Carr, when necessary , revi sing the finished 
product of the two writers . The name of G. Carr on the payment 
cheque rni@t be explained in several ways ; i.e . , that he acted as 
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agent for the two writers ; that the authors used his name as their 

nom-de- plume, or that he actually worked with them on the stories , and , 

by mutual consent , received the cheque which was afterwards split 

three ways . 

The UNION JACK was a misfit 

A periodical carrying the slogan that i t is written for reade rs 

of all ages is doing no such thing . llhat the edi t or really means is 

that he ia publishing stories primarily for his youngest readers in 

the hope that they will appeal also to the more unsophisticated of hio 

adult readers . A periodical must fall into one of two categories -

the juvenile or the adult - and no editor can reasonably expect to 

print stories acceptable to both age groups . 
In presenting crime stories for boys and girls , the various 

editors of UNION JACK wer e labouxing under the necessity of having to 

exclude en bloc that which is , end always will be , synonymous wit h 

nearly all acts of crime and violence - the sex eleDM!nt . Such was 

the infletlbili ty of this censorship of its contents that the "U .J , • 

was, in both text and illustrations , a model of respectability . In 

fact , had certifica t es been issued t o all i t s stories duxing the 

period of its long life on the same basis as those affixed to the 

films which are exhibited for public entertainment today , there is no 

doubt that quite 99 per cent of them would have qualified for the •u• 
labe l. 

The policy of publishing stories of adult charac ters of both 

sexes but in such .anner that the normal relationships between then 

had to be toned down to a pitch more in keeping with those friendships 

exis t ing between boys and girls of immature years , made the "U.J ." 

somet hing of a misfit among the boys ' papers of i t s day , and i t speaks 

vohm:es for Blake ' s drawing power that he appealed to both the young 

end the not- so-young in equal measuxe fo r as long as he did. This 

juvenile approach was of course quite right and proper in a paper 

inten ded to inspire the in t erest of t he young; but , from anothe r 

viewpoi nt , the adult reader , with his worldly -vise outlook , who liked 

more realism in his li t er ary DM!nu, such ingenuous treatment of the 

sto r ies might not have been to his entire satisfaction . 
When one t hings back t o all those glamorous young ladies , who 

intermi t tently crossed the "U .J ." stage , and were , according to their 

various conceive rs , imbued vitb any amount of se:r appeal , it seems 

sanevhat ironic that they should have been denied the opportunity of 

exploiting it . Reth~r like starring Brigitte Bardotin the title role 
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of a film of "Alice in Wonde rland ." But, that iron curtain, manu
factured by Lord Northcliffe at tho very outset of his campaign against 
t he penny dreadfuls , eff ec t ive l y pr ot ec t ed t he delectable young women 
of the Blake Saga against the poss:.bil i ty of any phys i cal at t ack upon 
them proving succ essfu l. The defences placed a t the disposal of the 
Bl ake heroine were impregnabl e . 5'he might, if married , lose her 
husband; if sing l e, her fiance ; ei ther way, she would be allo wed t o 
lose her jeR·elle ry , or other valuabl es ; from her weariil8 apparel a 
hat, or shoes, maybe; but let 8l\Y author have the temerity to deprive 
her of her dress, or skirt , in any encounter with an amorous villain, 
or have her lose the said garments for any othe r reason , and that 
enterprising chronicle r would most probably have been banned f rom 
writing Se:xton Blake yarns for the rest of his career. Such was the 
position in Lord Northcliffe ' s day , and which ~emained so until that 
iron disciplina r ian ' s death in 1922 . 

But , by 1928, the wind of change was blowin g pretty strongly 
through the editorial office of the ''U .J . " and it was soon obvious 
that a complete reversal in policy was in active being , and that the 
Blake stories in future were going to be written from a more adult 
viewpoint . Just how adul t they were going to be we little dreamed ! 
The two razor blades which were given free with the firs t and second 
issues of t he Lola de Guise series could not have cut the Bl ake 
devotee more deeply than the si ght of his favourite character in the 
humiliating position of appearing to be manhandling a pr et ty girl -
Lola - in her bed.room, when she was att ired in nothing: more substantial 
than a flimsy nightdress and wrap . The suddenness of i t all was quite 
shocking , and t he r eader who, up t ill that moment, had rega rded Blake 
as something of a woman-ha te r - which, it must be c onfessed some 
authors did t end to make him appear - must have had t heir illusions 
.rudely shat t ered . Aft er all , we "U .J ." readers were not accustomed 
to seeing such pictures on the cover of our favourite magazine follow 
ing 35 years of publica t i on when not a solitary picture of Blake in 
the company of an undressed glamour girl was allowed t o be exhibited . 
Then to get three of them in succession , all the same time , made one 
wonder what was lurkin g in the editorial mind. One explanation only, 
apart from the obvious one, which was an attemp t to boost the circula-
t ion , can suffice to explain such a display of wiOOow dressing . It 
was the snapping of the last thread - the complete breakaway from the 
juvenile market with one of the most startling series of Sexton Blake 
stories ever conceived by an author and editor . 

At last , the old "U .J ." had found its level. No longer was it a 
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t:U.sfit among the boys ' papers ; in fact , it vasn ' t a boys ' paper any 
more - not w1 th l<>la de Guise on the stage and llademoiselle Ro,ane 
and the new-look Marie Galante wai tizl8 in the wings . llha t grand 
read.iD& their exploits made! And what colour , atmosphere, and glam-
our they brought to the somewhat sombre pages of the Blake papers . 

Kaybe some of these ingredients can be transferred to t he pages of 

Blelciana in the near future . 
(continued) 

"BARRY PEROIINE" Boys Writer By W. 0 . G. l<>fts 

When our edi tor Eric Fayne asked in his edito r ial for data on 
the Raffles stories, he received. a vast amount of letters on the sub

ject , far too many to be printed , but notable in absence was the fact 
that "Barry Perowne" vrote a great deal of boys ' fiction - apart from 
his Se,ton Blake yarns featuring the gentleman cracksman, and those 

in THE TIIRILLm, 
I alweys believe in giving credit wher e it is clue, and it should 

be recorded that Derek Adley can lay claim to first discoverizl8 the 

real identity of ' Barry Perowne' - namely Philip Atkey, after nearly 
su months of research , which ended in the reward of enjo)'Ul8 personal 
correspondence vith the author . I should add that even editors were 

sometimes unaware of the writer 's real identity, as his work was 
mainly handled by agent s . 

Mr. Jackie Hunt, former editor of the DETECTIVE WEEKLY and on 

the staff of the U.J. and S .B. L. at various time s , first SIJ88"Sted th• 
idea of having Raffles 888,inst Sexton Blake , and was in:leed respons~ 
ible for other Blake itelllS ( the subject of another article). 

Philip Atkey was the nephew of Bertram A tkey a well known 
thriller vriter in the early part of this century . As a boy, he 
loved the stories of P. G. Wodehouse (!like) in THE CAPTAIN and 

revelled in the stories of Hylton Cleaver in C~ and the Captain F . 
Shaw stories (illustrated by S . lla lkey ) of the sea . He was also a 

Nelson Lee enthusiast ! In 1924 or 1925 at the age of only 16 he 
started writing sto ries fo r the BOYS MAGAZINE - about a bunch of 

characters called ' The Queer Kids .' Later he vrote for the George 
Newnes CRUSOB MAGAZI!IB edited by A. C. Marshall , later called THE 

GOLDEN WEST. He also vrote Western • tori es under the familiar • Barry 

Perowne' pen- name and 'Vyllis Adair' . 
He penned llllll\Y of the 30,000 word Newnes DICK TURPIN LIBRARY, and 

of enother library which needs checking . THE MODERN BOY also had 
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railwey mystery stories from his pen - and other t ales yet to be 
traced were under the 'Phili p Mostyn' pen- name. 

M3 al.ready well known he wrote four stories featuring our own 
favourite character SEXTON BLAKE against the idol of millions - the 
gentleman crook RAFFLES. 

R E VIE W 

"SLAYING ON THE 16TH FLOOR" 
Arthur Maclean 
(Mayflower 2/6) 

Those readers who c omplain that there is still too much sex in 
the Sexton Blake Library are not likely to be offended by this story . 
The first nine chapters are set on the 16th floor of a London sky
scr aper so perhaps it i s paradoxical to say that it is a long t ime 
before the tale 11tak:es off ." And eyen when it does , it does not fly 
very higjl. A man i s dead . Be hss either committed suicide or been 
murdered, The club-footed man, who compels Blake t o investigate the 
case , makes it clear that he wants the detective to find a murderer. 

It is a whodunnit, rather involved with a lengthy flashback , and 
the killer i s not revealed till the end . Sexton Blake and Tinker 
are at tr actively presented, Superintendent Venner and Splash Kirby 
make appesrances , and lira , Bardell is her bonny self , The sto ry 
should provide reasonable entertainment for most Blake fans, It is 
a reprint of a novel previously entitled ''Find Me a Killer . " Readers 
will decide for themselves whether it was worth revival. E.F. 

FOR SALE: 18 copies of Barmsworths Children's Encyclopedia by Arthur 
Mee 1922 mostly without backs . Could be bound. Al so 7 copies of 
Cassell I a "British Isles 11 1904 containing vecy old plates , black and 
col oured . 1:2 pl us carriage. 

PAT LAFFEY (Merseyside O.B.B.C,) 32 1 GAIBWORTHY AVE., LIVERPOOL, 21, 

WANTED: NEI.SON LEES, O.S . 419, 420, 456, 478, 488, 533 , 55C, 551 . 
1st New: 9, 189; 2nd New.: 36 , 130, 131, 141, 156; 3rd New: 2 . 
Details to: NORMAN PRAGNELL, 33 BRAE ST,, LIVERPOOL, 7, 

WANTED: Magnets (1930-1935), Gems, Modern Boys , Bullseye s , Champions, 
Thrillers (all 1930-1940) . Write with particulars of price etc. to: -

_R. T. RUDD, 431 HILLCREST STREET, WEST VANCOUVER, BRI TISH COLUMBIA, 
CANADA. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
COIIDUCTED BY JACK WOOD 

A LfflllR FROM ST, F!WiK' S By Jim Cook 

A lively discussion was in progress in the Junior Cocmon room one 

evening when I looked in to speak to Nipper . The subject was about 

the r ascals of St . Frank ' s , past and present . I didn 't stay as Nipper 

vasn ' t there but as I hed seen Bob Christine in an argument vi th Hand-

forth I looked up Bob the next day to find out what vent on . I r an 

Bob to earth in the Tuck shop and he told me about the debate. It 

seems that the Head had asked Fenton , the sch ool captain , for a list 

of boys , about a dozen , who could comport themselves vi t h dignity at a 

coming event at the school and Fenton had decided that Nipper ahould 

assist by choosing a few juniors fran the Lover School as he under

stood Dr, Stafford to mean fellows of mixed ages . 
When the word aot round that 11twelve good men and true" were 

being selected somebody, Bob thinks it was Reggie Pitt , wrote down 

some of the worst charac ters he !mew and this created an argument at 

once on the relative evils which could be credited to certain juniors 

and seniors . So De Valerie made out a rough chart , something like a 

business man' s guide to his sales , and he began by putti ng Handforth ' s 

nace at the top . That caused trouble straightaway . 
However, a list was made out which was both amusing and infonna 

tive . Aa it hed been decided to include all former bad hats De 

Valer ie and Reginald Pi tt were very near the t op in the column of past 

shady characte r s and to those juniors who were practically new comers 

to St . Frank ' s it was an eye-opener . Such juniors as Adams, Gresham 

and Duncan of Study J in the Ancient House were amazed when Val and 

Reggie exposed their fomer status . A!J The Rotter and The Serpent , 

respectively , they bot h had made the ir debut at the old school to the 

sound of hisses , but later on, when they hed associated with the 

decent chaps , they had chan89d their ways and it was only the snobs 

and the cads who ignored them. But I have never really been able to 

classify De Valerie. He is so unpredictable . You feel that if you 

found him out in sanething shady or not exactly legal you wouldn' t be 

as surprised as you thought you ' d be . Valter Starke , a Sixth form 

prefect , expalled some time ago , heads the list for the seniors . 
This exalted position brought a number of enquiries from those boys 
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·•ho had not known Starke . The infamous expl oits of t he rascally 

senior were "dug up" and I rec01111DOnd the history of Valter Starke to 

those who are about t o take th e downward path in t he beli ef tha t a 

fin e r eris tence can be r eached. 
Haro l d Frint on, ano ther Sixth fon:,. Prefect , is also mentioned . 

He is now in t he Vest House and a qui et and refo rmed being . But hi s 

his tory while not as had as Starke I s is every bit as wicked , for 

Fri nto n liv ed a lif e of cr ime unequal l ed i n the annals of St , Fr ank ' s . 

Some of th e juniors were sceptical about this senio r ' s explo it s in th e 

old days but the records are there to prove it . They read like a 

chapter from Vynward Reade ' s "Martyrdom Of Man," 

I don ' t think Pi tt actually knew how far his humorous list of 

"twelve bad men and un t rue" was going to stre t ch but oth ers wer e making 

lists as well and these vhen correlated were finally soused down, as 

Tom Burton tenned it , to what Vivian Travers called a Rogue' s Gallery . 

The next time I see Travers I shall explain to him a Rogue' s Gallery 

is a collection of photoeraphed persons mainly crilllinals . 

Bernard Forres t and Gore-Pearce were level "1 th Kenmore and 

Grayson , and Gulliver and Bell were just below alo~ide llarriott and 

Merrell, George Fullert on , 3rd Form, Eas t House , was Villy lland!o r th ' s 

contribution from the fags . Then came Enoch Snipe of Study 15 , East 

House, Guy Si nclair , Sixth , East House, Shaw and Parkin , seniorS , East 

House, and lower down, in order of merit , as Bob ]>Jt it , Cyril Jessen , 

Sixth, Modern House, Teddy Long, Remove, Ancient House, which finished 

that part of current ratters at the school. 

Another junior who had been erpelled had a thick red line beneath 

his name; he was Titus Alexis . Another round of erplanati ons was 

followed by a few scoffers who didn ' t believe a boy could display such 

a vile t emper but there it was; and I don ' t think St . Frank ' s will 

ever have another junior to equal the Greek boy in cruelty , spite , and 

viciousness . 
Two more juniors who had left St , Frank ' s were c1 tad . Claude 

Carter and Gordon Val lace . The former left the school in dire dis 

grace , but 'olallace at once st epped into the leade r ship of Study A when 

he arr i ved . Forrest having been erpelled a week before , Study A 

needed a leader and Gordon Wallace filled the opening admirably ; he 

was that type . But he didn 't reign lo ng for he returned t o th e River 

House School soon afterwards from whence he had been transferred . 

Al though Ful l wood' s name had not been included in any of the 

lists Arthur Hubbard of Study B, Ancient House, indignantly demanded i t 

should be in . Evidently Gore- Pearce and Forrest had fo r gotten 

Fullwood ' • old ways but Hubbard had not . Then came ar p ont s on j ust 
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where Ralph Leslie should be placed . Actually , Bob eXJ>lained, the 
thing had got out of hand and the matter was gettin8 beyond personali 
ties . He said he saw Full wood wince when the one ti.me leader of 
Study A had his past raked up and all eyes were on him . Bob reckoned 

Fullwood was not so much embarrassed as he was disgusted by the turn 
of events and he rose !ran his chair and left the roan. 

In the and Nipper came in and put a stop to it . Apparently it 

was one of those evenings when the weathe r outside was cold and wet 
and fellows were at a loose end, Any diversion that came along was 

accepted w1 th alacrity but this one had misfired . 
Later I ran into Nipper as he left Study C and asked him what 

the mystery was about the Head' s desire for a dozen fellowa of integri 

ty and honour . But he didn • t know and neither did his governor , 
Nelson Lee. Which i s strange, for usually Dr. Stafford values !Ir . 

Lee• s opinion very highly. 
Much as I would like to ask the old Head about it for this report, 

I 'm afraid I 11USt remain in the dark until the news gets out. I 
suspect that because !Ir . Lee is not aware of the Head' s intentions 

there can be nothin8 to it . Had it been something special , Nelson 
Lee would have been informed and so would Nipper get t o !mow as well . 

By Villiam Lister 

Coming across an old bound copy of Nelson Lee• s ( 1928) I note 

the following from the editor ' s "Weekly Pow-Wow." 
"Chums get read, to chee r : Ezra Quirke is 99ming back : Who is 

Ezra (M.rke? ask new readers . People always see m to be asking !Ir. 

Brooks to bring ~ke beck into the stories . ls he somebody ertra 

special? He is somebody extra special - take your editor's word 
for it . "Quirke is one of the most amazing characters created in 
schoolboy ficti on!" " 

This could have been just an editor ' s ' blurb' but viewed from a 
distance of 37 years , he was ri ght . 

Until a few years aeo, 1dlen I first came in contact with "Digest" 

I had not heard of or read or known that any N.L•a. still existed , but 
if I spoke of it to any who had ever read it , they always said "Do 

you remember Ezra ~ke - Handforth etc.?" 
Yesl there was something about these characters that stuck , 

afte r all thoee years, And now I have been happily engaged in re-r ead

in8 this series from Bob Blythe ' s loan library . (One complaint and 

one only - the print seems smaller after 37 years or so . ) 

But I echo the editor's words in 1965 "S\wke is gm pf the SSh1t 
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amazing characters created in Schoolboy fiction . " 

After r eading the friendly arpents between Hamil ton House and 

Lee House over Bunter , Handfor t h, etc ., may I chime in and ask "has 

Hamilton House the like of ' Ezra Q.drke ' ?" I am not saying they 

have not , but just "have they?" 

ROBERT BL'i'l'!IE writes : Just a bri ef note to answer your correspondent 

Charles Day (C.D. llarch) concerning the titles "Histor ic Boys• and 

"Stories of FlllDOUS Days,• by E, S . Broob . 
I must confess that these titles have often puzzled me. l!r . 

Day's query made me decide to go to the fountain head , as it wer e. 

I the re fore spoke to Mr. Brooks about them and he confi nned that 

he had not written them. He had known of the existen ce of them but 

he was only a boy at the time . He also assured me t hat they were 

not written by any relation of his . So the name E. S. Brooks ie 

purely co-incidental . 

!l!llilllI. • AIWl!lll •• .l,Illl!Q!I, ilQl . 

Will txcblnse~~]ij~!;fiMio,.1 JI: C)pl[ fR'f !:1111r" II 611 Jr 1fcl, Jill -
ror Cb• ro1i. ,- 171 io 81, .s iorl'lesL(tW) 2' c.e Jl.. 11111 
..-C• • rt , 1,0 r .. -, a ot tolliilas:- 1aLI,. 0/1, ~1 

c1t ... >, 011. •· .,,,. ,:a1, 625, &.D, ,n, "1;,1,, 111, m 
ll!.1tE1II , stn a·~ r ......... ..,. or uo..-1.0.1.. or 

•"-'-'• 
WUl •ICbmll• • NIIIMC:, .. a., .... , .. .., - ,r Ille telllllrtaci -
Jlll!L.JHII (1919) BJ, 84, 91, 105 .. 1lo0, 15?,_1'16, 1'18, 180 .. 1e5r ao,,, 221, ~. 
~. 3'5, ffl, 296, ,as, '2.9, DO,""• ~ (192'1 1, 1'1, 55 it-,.. 
IPh• WPn' -,. ~"°"· 11D,, 11&1,, 1414, ,,.1J;1l»;--n.ai., 1MS, 1JQ1, UQI, 
i.,o, 1"1iYk 11!11::1.L 2, '4, 5, 8, 9, 11, ll!MtS lSI, L11ltm :,Ii_....._ 
lllllU.AIU, ,&o;lc,7~ • 824. 8JO, 8,:1, e<,e:IZ§, 87,. 876.887, a,,. 895, '172, 
~1119, 11:!S. IJl:lll,IC I.II. LJkm "111· llll.llD...La 0/8, 1 1.o 11.0. 
ll5lli C1'22-at.) 11 '° '4.11;,§,-6, '2.1i, 52, ~ce tad. hr'• Melllllll 11&, 
iT."18, 19, l<llmla 14, 1s, 64, 99, Ill!• [l:lmW§'' :,,2,,.r9, ~. 
57.}, .595, 6ol,~,o, "8, 689, 670,1'fi, M.i,2. ~ S, 12, 19, ' ' • St, 
52, 60, 61, 64. 10, 12, 77, 11, e,, aslo aa. 92, 99, 1ot, 1 , 1 1, 11,, 118, 120, 12s . 

~~ • ~~:,.1iii ~~:i,!~; k: 1:!o.L67~1156_20}. c•-. '° .. 2Q}, 

Will mmn,rmac MC et 1611,, 'l:194'1 f,Oe&e'I ffl t.o AOt, tor 55 !1111!1:1 Mt ... No. 
1215, 
~: 2..s,, .......... e121At•1, 222 0..1•1. 25!5 IMl.M, 214 •.r.L•a.. 58 c.1 .c•1. 

ri:..~ ~::·~'o~.~~. ::.!~.:t~!e::.:· ,~.!-:-· 
- --· n. 1919. 

DKatla cot PlN f! ¥15JI • JllMl.Jt., W!li!?S!&..Z· 
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DANNY'S D[ARY 
!2!:lLim n,,, rtr,i 1t«7 Ult• monm In CM G• aa Oil.led •J..oTal tnd Tzw IDd 1, ... lbt 
Oe• at tt1 TU7 buh IOUIIS Rao au Cbt It.Ir' or lb• -.or,. h bed 1111<1ci, NOMe 
PfO"(ilnlll'I end *''J-Brltl*, and It WU cltU' to Ft.utn, that ICMtlodJ RI pol-Liii 
his llldlln trtm1•1 air.I. flit culprit NI a Glr'llln"lwl11 no tept a tobacolatn•a 
llw,p In RylCOIIIINe A &r'lnd tale. 

J ... not l'tr7 Um oa •• wui,r• 1 R..nt .• Crooke eccld1rttall1 Ht tire t.o a 
barn where ht mtlll a 10UJ'C loafer ., In tht loft . Crooke l.hoacbt tbt lo&ter hid been 
burned to dtath . I nfftr cot rtallJ ID~Nlttd In It . 

Then eam tbt ss,rtnc Double Humtr •I th a ooltar'ld oonr • 52 pqu, cont,_ 211. 
Tbt lffll $1'7, entitled •wimtnc Bl• Spt.1"1',• wu all aboui Talbot , IDd In • optntoa 
thl1 wa1 rNl.17 two aepante 1tort11 MOUt T&l.boi, Wblcb "'" lolned toc•UMr to .te 
ont loac tale tor Ch• ~lt Ntetr . In tlw ttra t halt ot the t.alt , TOii tten7 dtr
tC"td • ltb Talbot n:I Hlr'lt lt'ftrl .... bodl thousht that Rookq Walter hid retoraed. 
In c.bt NOOnd blU ot dlt talt falbot .._111 to toll Ult crw or a 01n1n upp1Ua. 

•Patb or DI~ WU IDOtbc' Talbot lt«7 t a lllb.lcb Gort cot b.l .. lt Into 
dUrtcuUltl by 1olqa: to Ttctq TIPP'• &lllbll~ dtrl . 

ta UM nut ialt •ror &nothlr 1 1 Bike,• Talbot helped Gert, bUt at tbe tnd of a. 
1iorr Talbot ,,.,. tJPtlltd e& a1dnlctit. Poor Talbot llllt ban Oi.1 hlrdl•t luct ot .-:r
oo• Sn the world . On b&lece. tt bu bun a tine uitib. ta Cllil G•. 

Jack JCIMIOD mat bt teelt.._ '°"• Rt •u detnttd by JUN WUlard, Cbt C°'"1 
boxer. tn 1 16-NU'ld ooa.teA at Bl.ftl\l. tor th e R....,....l&bt Cbllll)lONlltp ot tht world. 
Jact Jcbnson ta • Ttr7 RNQ& coto1rld mn. Q.itu a di.an&• tor bl• to lo•. 

Tbere baa bee a 1eppelln retd on f}'ntald•• Ind anolblr an the aui coe.&' wtCb 
bollb• tietnc cropped at Hal.don Md Bout.Mold . c.. enou.r at&ht Che HPP• di d a lot ot 
dul&t aC. I p•teb and IW7 St. E'.damda. 

Dou&'• ,oom ... ot ha .. t ta ttand.tnc the auatn 1114 ht oonttrm11 to bu1 • tbt 
Bo71• Friend fftl7 Wlllk. The tlrff 1-.i t tbt1 IIOlllb •u tAOCb .. 1tant numor . Tbt 
"'" art plate •u oall«:I •aau.11 aa UM LtneP and the picture on tbt &lONJ ool oW'td 
onff wu .r CM •ctrcl e or 1,- •t«T •ut Rm"Tq lfflll • deteottn. Tbq now 1tn 
Ult Mm ot Ute auu..cr ct Cbla ... 1... Be t a w. HmTIIJ Gl'QdOD. 

Tht lut. st<r7 or tbl ROOQOOd HITlnc-out ... 111 .. ' No s~ Ind tt .. 
11...i-c11op. 

nen CBM ibe laA ot W 1t•t IIUlbtrs. ROODOOd• dNln by R. J . Haodonald , •u 
OD UM coloured oonr. and tbt rret art plat.-, •ooa•t 1JOl'IT. meblr" dNIII bJ Yal 
Rtldltll, 1'bt Rooboocl tale wu called • The I~atora .• A tr1Md or Hr, 811n r 
tmlttd J 1-, Sllnr and Co to ~ an attemoon at ht 1 l'm81 1 but r.-. Dodd and Co 
'°'*- Cbelr pl.ct - and ate tht r....i . 

Tbe tblrd ROObOOd c.alt or Ult mntb wu •The Slacklr'I or Roolmoocfl tn lllblcll. 
irdolPbUI SlllfUM Ind Ult Jm1tor tlntn ..... dtttated by Grqtrtare at crtcbt . 

TNn CMt ' Thi Prtr ect•, Pl ot • In llblcb Jt-, 8 llTer" OYtrtlttnl Knowltl pl1nntrw 
,iteh J0t1 Hook to 1IIN ~1111 -, ao that ht would not be Ible to plq ln a crtOUt 
ac.cb . J s.., Nt dOlll Cbt taci.. ln a ltt"" 'llblcb hi Wtd Nnlll t io kNI) tor bta. 

In Ult nut •l«"7 'IIIC&lnc Up lululc,' •• .. bow tbt plot qaJ.nat BuntllJ ... 
ro11«1. t lovt tbt Rookwood c.alea, tnd there 11 plent, ot tip-WO r•tJW la die 
Bora' rr1enc1. 

Dou& aleo pn • the Ealter Double N\mlier ot the unton J ac&. Tttl1 c«1tatnrtd a 
Ttf'Y lq atof7 about Suton Bllltt called 'Tb • Y1111une1 ot t.be Eln1n.• la It , llake 
""'captured~ bt 1 en•lea , tied up, and .. t l oo,:e aloA• ta 111 aen,pllnt. It wu 
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n: i:1t1nc, but. ii ~ .,. tntrtcai. ..., ot a11'de'lal "'1bod>'. 
h'lno ... Nil'J'• blrthd.11 wu tht1 ..ita , lllCl tbe -, t 8 7tar'• ol d. 1"bt ltns, wtQ 

Lard Utdl.mer, In~ a mall ll'W tae'°"7 at Entteld . 
v, ....i tio Cbe ptc~• NTenl ti••· CklM .. .., Cllubtib lllldoa In •ritNPce 

Ntcttiinsai,.• It.a Ukeel .,. tiu.t I c.blUCbC. ,, ralblr aloe,p1. 1a., I 11.Ud 1:11, luatoDI 

ccmo called •ttat>tt at UM WbNt. • A.Deibtr C.1• .. - u.. ~ ,_ acier, 1 .a . 

Warntr, ID 'TIM GbNt BNM.lr .• ID tbl• ll"Glnllll •• aleo ... .,.....nclY tuan.J 
K:.,..iont cal.lid 'Kibel at lbt Vbtel,' D1 Jdm lunfl:p' In bt1 lut. otNd)' 1 809 Cllllt "-le 

Cood,' J olms...., la dNd, - 111:111 1111*8 lt 11 DOC DIM t.o ... ,ta\lrta fNLW'S. 

ptapll. V'tdNd. 
Tbtn bu Mm a lot et 1n,1~ .... rl1t.t111 la lMldoo, -,: a bl& ...a, or 100'1111. 

1'heN 1, Ct be ..... in OD bttr and etrtt.1. Pll'IMlpa - •Ill drink 1 ... . IDd • di 

bu r lo<I IIC IDCI bo<IIIC, lhld bu•-op .. aldaQIUll'ttrn loat, 
Tta. lllptt bu b4IIII -..c.e ~•• moaUl. TIM tint. IW7.., 'CtlzTled ...,_ ta 

ltllc:b • Mll'l)ellD dNPPtd ..... naad GN1frlan, llld u. c- demi oa CM Plt.t N .. , 

UN..., ooa1d do - npalra. llff'T Vbl.r'C48A Ct ed rt ... T. Pt• f-1 1\ 1 aDd 

..,... oerrtld _,,, to ""91ct In It.. r1111 d.-clld 141 bt t.Neitd u a MUC.ral •Jaoc. 

btntually &ht GNJtrtart NJa round &blutl TH In t.bl tlrtac-un,. 
•nw ra11 or UM rtrllf ... a 0.-1, •-.. •Uh a oolelrtd ccmr (52 PICN ur au . 

It. laCNdlold Colr\-.:r IDd Ult Caterpillar ... fNt'al"ed la.,,...., VIU.C • ·-·· 
but tt ... rau:a .. a aue~ atra.tr, all aboGI. -i.ir Cbtat.rtcala at Eaac.od , .... 

Tbta taat alN oonUtntd a pt.,, bued on t.bt ttCl'7 cal.ltd • ClptaNd at Lut. • 1D 1bl 

"-tla,...._,,, 
•a,ectal c-.iu1e Otlulr,• u.. ..n •Nk, .., all rl&b,t ter 1:bl• '*° uu c.t ... 

r1111117 •• llod '1lbe J-c:.. -toe•- In etoll J-lull - - to 
Grc,trt.... U-, Nel.11 a \ala lboat \be MMMu ot latldct . TWll'dl GM tDd, 

Jctmle 1a11•1 &Ip rouadtnd ott reu. larTJ Wblrlen NIIOUICI JCllwmlt rroa Ula 

botllal ...,, Ind l atldmt belped, M bt Ntrltnd hit benalr . 
1 ...,. r ... eue i. Mltt• \bat lht 0• dale mlber 18" -, • t1'N ..., er 

1be GNJtttan l tnld , UM l8fft -c..- -·DI· 1, _. ftOd tm. 
a ... bt• PfO"Nd u.a, ca.. a.,.... utd ,., ... au a, Tpru, • ... •Jdter, an 

betllc land with NIPINiort. Tbe &llltt we -*1111 &ood JW'OINU la Cbl Dtlrdllltlltt. 

I brft a*td Otta& *1 ht dou a°' Jela Git ..,. u a C.ltet l. 1 \Old bla ca.a, be 

coald &1-,. SIU\ bit ... N a ,., II GM NINlthl& otttcera dt JIOI. .. q111Rl .... 

°"I aid &bit Wben be 'llllllitd • ld'noe bt weld aa tor n. Still, I bope c.bt _. 

•111 bt: onr b,r .. , Dtuc 11 old taOQlb c.o io . t ablalda' t a•t t.ht a.,.• Ptt..S .,.., 

-1100 .. -1.1111...,.., 
-- ---- ------ ----- ------ ---------------------
§611, Iii.SIA!&.. er P~ ,, IGGld balt-J'lll"l.J 'fOlmu Nllplt , 19""""'°• 

5ili l'r~ )5 tlci ~I 1,.J6 ~ -· 19'7- J8 QI -I 19'9 1:7.10.0. - · 
t!lliO 1:6.10,0, c.-ic, -le 1:10 .. 1- , .. ET 25 -• 932 _, .. , .. - '5 
~ . An, nlu. tor ,.. pertld loea oopltt plUI ~. 5. 0. oam. or tor l!ltl J6 
ooptu - ,.... . 0r PNPOl"tt- et OMb Md Nepeu. _..,u, ,r ....-1932 1111n, u, 
Gem,, .. equl ..,.. - ,.... ... 

Lf.!1§ §t'ffll , 112, Nl15P pp, aim , !l!I · -~£~111~ 0:~~ i"'o1~1...:..•TO ~ ~ r'~~='\~ Cit 

-, 21111 NII 1CR-. IOd """11.0.L'• (-. ), 

CF JWII, .m, AA POI pp. W, IIIEt!AR· 
DAii o•mun ..i, _ .. 2 NIJl&'III .. _le .. •1• Mt, -· J9 IOd 768, ,..,, •111> 
priN olftNd t .. _., fir I • Cl"tpll"ld \I ...... t ... t 2 and J t .. INCi •PIN. 

Vl'tlC MZP, 5', IP111H1 Piie MMPI, 1-¥ le 
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MORE ON HOOLIGANS 
By Tony Glynn 

Mr. L . M. Minty asks about the origins of the word "hooligan" 
and its connection ri th a comic character. 

He is correct when he ascribes the t em to the ear ly pa.rt of the 
century , for it was much in the ne•,s in 1900 and 1901 , when the 
activities of a rowdy Irish family living in Shoredi t ch caused all 
street roughs to be given their surname, Hooligan. 

Ther e are thousands of perf ectly respectable Irish Hooligans 
(and Houlihans) all over the world and it is unfortunate that this 
name should have acquired such rough neck connotations. For the 
symbolic female figure of I reland is Caitlin ni Houlihan , a tragic 
young girl who stands with bowed head , weeping for the wrongs visited 
upon I r eland . 

An expert on hool igans was the journalist Arthur Morrison , who 
died in 1945, with a l ong record of newspaper work and authorsh i p 
behind him . During the 1914- 18 war, Mr. Morrison was a corr espond-
ent at the fron t , but he made his mark long before that . In the 
nineties, he anticipated Conan Doyle by writing a series of detectiv e 
sto ri es in the "Strand." His hero was Martin Hewitt , a private 
investigator whose memory i s overshadowed by that of Sherlock Holmes 
who appeared in the same magazine a few years later . 

Morrison wrote two books dealing with London low l ife in the 
nineties , "Tales of Mean Streets " and "A Child of the Jago , 11 the Jago 
being a disreputable pa.rt of Shoredi tch , now vanished. 

To obtain material for his books , Arthur Morrison liv ed in the 
depths of the worst por tions of late Victorian London and he knew the 
life of these places at f irst hand . 

In 1901, he contributed an article to the Pall Mall Magazine . 
Its title was 11Hooliganism1

• and he points out that whil e 11hooligans 11 

wer e imagined by some peopl e to be peculiar to tha t period , t hey were 
in fact present in every generat ion Wlder di ffe rent names. If Mr. 
Morrison was al i ve in our time, he would certainly see Teddy boys and 
mods and rockers as the modern incarnation of the hooligan . I ndeed , 
almost al l he wrote in 1901 might be applied to t he young ruffians of 
our own day . 

Such influences as board schools , evening classes , music halls 
and the South African war were blamed f or hooliganism , but Morrison 
poured scorn on all these arguments. Note how horror comics , tel e
vision and the fear of nuclear war have been blamed f or producing our 
own hooligans . 
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Morrison had no time for the airy notions of the newspapers of the 

day . 
11The Hooligan , " he wrote , "is a mere unlicked cub of a peculiarly 

vicious type , and he nourishes more openly of late by reason of his long 

immunity from licking." 
AB for the comic character , Hooligan , I feel that Mr. Minty must be 

referring t o "Happy Hooligan , " crea ted by Frederick Burr Opper , who began 

cartooning for the Nev Yori< Journal in 1899, 

"Happy Hooligan " flourished until Opper' s death in the ' twentie s . 

He was an aimless little man with patched trousers and he wore an old tin 

can for a hat . Happy constantl_y tried to do good turns and al ways wound 

up in trouble. He was the eternal "fall l!}JY" who set out with good 

intentions and wound up in t he middle of a disaster . 
Incidentall_y , "Happy Hooligan" is mentioned in one of the grea t 

American novels of this century, John Steinbeck ' s "The Grapes of Vr ath . 

Tom Joad , the central figure of the novel , who has served ti.me in the 

Oklaholllll state peni t entiary , tells of a fellow prisoner nicknamed "Happy 

Hooligan , " whose a tt empts to escape finished in Hooligan - ish climaxes , as 

when he slid down a rope from the cell block to land in a bag held open 

by waiting guards . Opper was dead and the strip finished by the time 

Steinbeck wrote his novel , but Happy was fully ee tab lished in American 

affections . 
Whether the genuine "Happy Hooligan" appeared in "Nuggets , " I can' t 

say , It might be that the char acter was stolen f rom t he American 

original . Opper worked for William Randolph Hearst , a pioneer in 

developing comic s tri ps and , since another Hearst strip , "The Katzenjacm,E 

Kids" was borrowed in this country in the form of "The Terrible Twin" in 

"Comic Cuts , " possibly Happy came in for t he same treatment. 

VANTKD: Good loose copies or bound volumes containing any of the 

roii,;;_ ng : MAGIIID'S - 52; 131 to 149 inclusive , 195, 205, 237, 238, 239, 

277, 318, 319 , 353 , 400, 417, 422, 435, 752, 753, 762, 763, 809 , Most 

issues between 821 and 890, 900, 921, 924, 925, 936 , 938, 940, 942, 943, 

946, 951 , 965, 967, 968, 996. ~: 493, Some issues between 

001 and 832 , Also Nos. 935, 953, 954, 956, 975, 900 , 964, 965 , 969, 

990, 992, 993, 998. ~: 183, 190, 370, 385, 396, 452, 455, 

466, 474 . EARLY PENNY POPULARS: Nos. 12, 13, 45 , 47 , 58 . 

ERIC FAYNE, "EXCELSIOR BOOSE, " GROVE RD, , SURJ!ITON, SURREY. 

-'1!oijbc.. "' ot N,tw-co,tr'lld na.,u (15571 68,) tn. uctU•, •ad• r..-_.i,. reur .w11 
N01nt)J' Nbound tn ~ l •U.Nttt. Alao 'Nlmt coatatni rw I.ND&, ltCN, lff tn end 

Polpel.17 ... 1.. . C«lt:mu "'•I • ooadl'lcm. 

Ott ... ioc RiW• 39 MUSI RtPI• MffflRI (tflWill· Jilli · 
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A FEW IDLE DREAMS If only By Evelyn Pepys 

No.c. or ua Ukl t.o dcr-dr ... OCCNllMl.11 In OUl' 1t1 ... , ~u md apecalat.e en 
llblt m!&bt ban bttn. w, Old loJ•• Book 1r1\bu.al .. a do ow- ta.Ir mart . for • • baft IO 

IUeb to lock bee*. en. A r• odd, dl...-..c'*I ldtu P4Nl1c..U, n. .. a. 111111 111t ot 
_, ucom,c1..,,. audt ~ U it ta. •• IIJt rill ~ CM lt*Nll and cat• a ... &OOH 

quill ... 
Boattu uaw.11 r.c,tw •an lllrltt ln Ult H•llton .c.or111, a rtctitJ;J "• ror 

I bookie llho i..tH blU tro• a Nboolbo7 , upeclall7 a junior ICIWolboT, Ja a f'OIUI• 

Nenr1M1111, r• dl.ln.ct.en an 111 bl.le& or 111 llltl:tu, a tr oaJ.:t • bo«*lt oouJ.d 
..,er back, ate.er btlQI cal.ltd a ccmtllll)Ublt Cl.I" mcs a dtarepu.c..ble bl..,._,,, ' Tou 
lllO!lf, 7VUOI cenu, Nr. CClttl" 'un't .i..,. lost . 1E'• 11d .,. COod wtu wtUt •, md 

:a-i::·:u~ i!:c"'.:" .:·;.:.:.·,p~i'::~:/:,!": =.i~ ,-:., ':: =;.. :!, 
'•'• weltbln• .• 

n, um lo1'1 wu Cbt Bo1a• rrt.tnd, al~ I wu nt't'tr nr7 tun on the ool.Mr 
or tbt for9t.. lr on1J It bid NC Kq:lltt I IM, on llblU peptr . • • ( - dtlSl•t -

..... I.bl ,.,. libl'* or Mt tac UM •tc.c:ti "'*' It ~ lbTIOUI dlt ,..,.. ... lOIIDC 

tu 1,ppNl - u. tecll1'tH .... u.r., TtuQC arnata bid pt.CIQd ap ••• J 
sc . Fnnt•a ai-,a io« NOOCld plac.e c.o 111i, ._llton ICboola ta ., Nedtnc . Boi 

U.tN ta one \h1nl l ...,, CM It.. P'nnl: 11 entbultuu • Ult NoaRr Llbl"lr7 . tr ODl7 

UltN b.:I b ... a HCIIIAC" LlbnrJ or Crqtrtars, Rooaood ..s a,. Jt•'• nartu, ha9 •• 

would c.nuur, oopltl u-,dcy. 
Tbt CWMllt,-odd BolldlO' J.uaa.11 put,lltbld bti.tta tb t • .,.. conc.atntd a lcs• DUlber 

or uu1tQ1 SIORT atorl .. eNUt UM l•Jl'41n 1cbool1 - lb.-t .._. to H prtnc.«1 tn tall 

..,. b7 a _,.,. .-uoaum ,uab u Look IDd Lllrn. 1 r •17 c.bat cl• or "' ldl&.or 

bid l oct.td UlNUlb UM B011dl1 Atft&a.11 tuteld or cats,- tull • hn111t Nelntt 7,m.1 md 

baaklnc m. "° ,1 ..... 
Junnll t •uca,tan, to-ell¥ con,IA .ortl.7 or ptccu.ru, Nrtecttac Che Nld tns 

butt.a or &.bl r11tnc atntrattm. l t • 17 thll tcbooll dl"tl l td Ult llr"a&.I tn Che tbrN 

a•,, Ukt Cb.lJ UMd io drtll ua, MJb• ION of c.bt old ptptn could bt rnl'ftd. 
Cbarlu HalU.oa li'f'ed t.o a IOOd eld 11•, nl ooatlJaltd wrlttnc: qut&.e wU a1-,.i 

to t.bt lut. It tnlJ' di.I Cod.I bid btltGNd OD bl• dlt llblUq or Ptc«" Pan u ,top 

lf'Gi"1DC oldtr ..._ M _, lboat SS, ,o 1111.t be could ban conttllilld • 1&.1111 at iu, lfft l. 
l f oai, •• ~,, bnlkm tut In 19». 
(Tb• mm•• boc*erl. Ht 1 ll bt IIR'lttnc nut, ' If on1f • • could auu bt17 an• 

Nl&,ntt ror 2d. t"fff7 lacurdlY ••• •) 

TOM HOPP.'.J!TON ILL 

We regret to learn that our old friend and collellj!Ue , Tom 

Hopper ton , is in hospital following an operation. Tom has been 

contributing outstanding articles to Collectors ' Digest and the Annual 

ever since both publications started . Readers will join with us in 

wishing him a speedy return to perfect health and strength . 
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ANOTHER BOOKSHOP TRAGEDY By George Sellars 

Over forty years ago, that is to sa,; in 1923, there was a bookshop 

in Langsett Road, Hill s borough , (near where I used to l ive }, Sheffi eld , 

owned by two brot her s called Colley, !.s so on as anyone ent ered th e 

shop , stacks and s tacks and s t ill more stacks of books were t o be seen 

piled high up nearly to the ceiling , and she lv es all round were 

stacked with al l the old favourite s - Robin Hood , Dick Turpin , Buffal o 

Bill and numerous Aldines , B.P .Ls., Union J acks , Nelson Lees , and, of 

course , the best of t hem all , Gems and Magnets plus plenty of the old 

comics . A collecto r ' s Treasure Trove. It was very unforhmate in

deed for ~e that a t that time I was not interes t ed i n any O.B.B. and I 

sold al l my G""5 plus some Holi day Annuals ( the first 3), at l east 

about 500 Gems, and what a price I got for them, 2d. for 1 do•en , and 

all the lot went at that price . Even now after all that time, as I ""' 

writin g these words , it makes me fee l queer and very sad indeed , but 

strangely eno\18h I con t inued to read the Gem every week pretty regular

ly until the end . 
Nearly all my books were in mint condition , but in th ose day s 

boys • papers were so l d and b0\l8ht very cheaply and excha.n8"(1 als o , and 

there were many sec ond-hand bookshops in Sheffield at t ha t time. New 

books of course were very cheap indeed . Today I know only .2!!!!. sec ond

hand bookshop (in the ci ty market} where I often go browsing around 

the hard-back books , but sad to say there are no old boys papers . 

NEWS from the CLUBS 

nnur.t~ PJ!!PP.v.·,W.... H. Onctr1, J. "'""'"· •• , ...... J. CerNU, 

J , ,. hllfttld, w. Pll'Vtdl•, w • • ,..... ApeleclH frw Kldlt CCll"MU, •• , • .... n. 

o. L. Ch&U:1111, E. J, Dff11, o. I'. Prtoe end rroa u. 8NNtar'7, w. a. lrener , lt.MI 

~~ ':'..:!~':. W:-.= ~t1aN1.!rf:Z !'ft«..C:: ~"..::·a!.'::1•rri:.O' .. ~~ 
<lac.I 17/5/1919, ,_ T• , ....... r_, ...,.1a1'1• el alio 8-1 Pl-lead. T1>t 

CAailWIIII &htn Nad I c:blipltl" h'M &.bl ttecMC. .... Ua10 ft&Wl"llll 1..-.oe Clku' &C bia ,....,, .. 
•t1n1rt11 QI b.,.. aa laU"ldlNd t• u. ....s .. i111 a., .Ja klltle14. f'blN 

- • 01..,.alGG lnlrocaioecl 111 T• ,_ 'Vu Ille RellO., -1 - .-111111o&,' 

Tbe lll"ller ••• NtMCI et N • IJI ..- e,tal .. bui dmbt.t ueu, She lat.er .,.. ... 

o.....ir .... , .... - "'• 1., n • • 
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Y1W,I! 

Club IKNC117, hH,t l'aw .. acr.ea Pl.....:11 '° -- ...... co ......... 
• .._.....,, 10111i .,..., •• a 1PN1al ... u .... t.ld la i-,, of 1111 •o:rw,trlan 
,.....,., UM tape NOll'dl ..... , •l N ... l'IUJ.1 111 J8* CerNu. 

·- - - -1 ... "*" ..i- IOd .,1 .. - _.. llollS Oil-
- - nod oa•.., UII ....,._,., too .. - h.._.. ,-Jiii Coo& bl 
... lealand llml'Ced Cbl NU Nllllll •IQ pl•lir or Ii.I , ... di ..... ., .. Jla'• 
11nen an WWII • Dllllall&tllblt a lllt 10lu )ll"WTOC:aUH. Am la Itta 11111111 
paenaa 1111 Jbl md .. , ,,,.,. cw•• lllll"INl"' J:MCO• et lw SctClllld Tll"d, Iba 
P"NIS. ,not .. MIU.dllll md CM ,..,_Nd _. •tttu W bt NOUPleG I.II 1966 •• ••• Sll.!1 
plu a CIDdtaNd bla&ll7 or U.. r...u. IMCICUitm ., .r &Nat ln&4Nlt io 1ltt: lltb 
•tJmaluU s:r..-'-

·- llld fl•a tr. Ille CW 11111 iOlk u &nmlllD& to C..sa md 1_,. 1111 tr. 
hn7 BN1Cer'1 tD.lal\lblt 0191leUtr, lllllbert _.. able i. ._. t.bl acttTlllta tt 
tbt Ntdl.md felt. ....... blm cmt ... tNa Ject IQ&bta et lrl.._., .. bopN CO 
nn• acquaintance wll:lt hit a,_., trtllDIII •• t» be.SS NUUl • tlar'lll 18e1t. 

1'blB In a cool llllPltl ai.__.. ..._.. Mt Mm. co eaJ• Ult 1111" can. or ca.. 
.. .,Illa, WICl> SJd a.ii, -ra•tnc bis u .. ._. .........,.. u.. •GNJffl ... ,_ 
Cl9I Ulr'eUCb bttaattnauy . '11111 ..n ~ c.oc Cbt &'-"'11• oolleoc.n • a dtlllllc,,. 
rtlled Jturne' co me lMd ,r U.lr 1WUl se ••t a-... u.. rr1-,. ln'IIIII" u tllrtab 
their u-.-.. to' U. lalmMd allld 1111111 PtD et 1111 me aad. ml7 Cblrl• lullta. ""' 
dttlnltel.1 Ulla n.d:lal ca&ht u. u.. •t..NllblN II n . .., ..- nooait•• ,r u. 
0"1frl ... 9cme wlUl U. .. 1N1 beckpMad bltatl .. llflC\lftlJ' . &ll ,rum, .... 
~ ........... WICll l:bt 1..C t.rlNCI .. eftte tlul4r" ad ... lllllftlldlTI et CIM 
&ahllUd folk ... Md .... GI • pl.....-.1111 ,oJmn pe•lb1*. ftlt IUI 11P1: will be 
- .. U11 Ge!M I _.. LIO..,. wlCI> aratl"* .. _. - rrlmd J• - r .. 
..... Ibo .. la - ,. .. u •. 

u ~.,.1, .. u1111 ... ...._, c. a nlaclalll c1eN 1lbm -.per .. ..,.. ai, 

Ille- S.Pffl ........ ...,. 

DPY¥ MM MI~· 1"5 
A ....., tt W .... ...it ce au...t lllla -Ill•• .. 1111. dlletl7 ...... 

or 111111-m•, IMludlll ••rtnr 1111* 11111 Prook -· Elata ,.- - u.. 
Dir, IDd Jact IINd rNd CM ... IM ef Ult pn-,t-, -,1111 .. , m ai, a. a.....,. 

Gtn7 Allt.m &lft Cbl -11117 Npll'U u Tl'Mllll'II" llld Lllll"ll1•, M -1. Ve 
line .....- J1 - G- fir Ibo LllrlrJ .... ~ ._ Wa -Ill'• • .,.._ 
,....._, .. a 111,w 1tn111 ca. _, - uaa, r.. ........ 1, 111 ta .._nai .... • f all··· - ...... -,.. o...,. ala &aft Ille - 1111• - ··=-_..,.sf a -1'. Ibo -
llollS ,.., tnlltlo ...... ar - a«te .. o. A. , • ., . 0...,. 111111 - sf--
1& ·-- .. ,- .. 1111111o r•&11a&• i.a -JO•r lla-... -.1u 
ta )ll'lat - a f9ll'Ultl• ... .,..., tw • a.a.r • ~ 111, _. ta u. 
.. ...._ .... OtrrJ Ollll11INII eta a rwa"' nw •• cw-i er ...... ••• w , .. 
tu Nctbl tw'llMr'III0, 11 C.t ... ld ~pa; It - a W1117 NllllUI ....C et a 
111e1. IDd ,, _,...,. w ......... ••11 ·- &eOIIIJln wlG.. 

lat Na.I a la&INl&III fills•• Ure._..., ... ta IIIJJtlllJ ... . tlll.17 
illl- - Gala, m Ibo trlM WU a - sf 0Qdp8' .,._ .... .., J ... 

t••-11111-u.a.a.c.-ara..1•on1-,1•.,....._ 
........ rlibtlAadllloll&t , 811 ...... lllt\illll ............ ··~--.,.. 
c. • ......... ...-,.i. 911 II .. pl ..... le .... Ille Tl- ........ ...-11 ... 
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Vt ..... wteb IMC.bill" 1ac ... atna 11• .. , ce 111 - •lldcMD !nMIN,• • Er1• 
,.,... l• ltclpta ... cal•, l..ella Ball kill ....... 

A NH ID&tl''l.1\1111 •etlns, llld 1 •• .... Ille llbNtl .. a, lllb• l,blJ Nm Ult f'tl)tll'l, 111u111••.,...,---.. 
1a, ••'11111, ,.....,. 10Cb April, la GM '-1 o.....i P1MCt111. 

·~ .... , ..... Ill, ~- rwlnll _.. le"""'8 rn. Irle FQM, a.ie ,.aie, a111 
o..r .. , md a nr. l. -..U et W lGNa. Tiii 1aUer l"Ndl .. U U a ruull et 1:bl 
i.-.. oJ..e .........,., mc1 .. • mr,a117 r,r ....,.tp. DIN Welt__. •lll be pl.MNd 
&et 1_.. Dal Ile ll Atll bel,pUII ie NeNU ...... ter tlllrNplde. 

In lddt&t•, •- h'IIMU ncetnd a ltt'4r h"N • 11r. It....._ ...... , lD 
td, - tf .... ..-n - ,...... .... It bM u;pnaNd a Ot.SN C.. N,lelD IIM 
o.1a . ,,. .. ......._1 .. et .. bleed an _.,. we1.... a, .. Oit ~ &.e 
•t_..l_. ~ ,r Fret CUI md Geers• 1 11•1' ( ... I.el ...... • ,rt• ie &alt ...Cllll 
ce •'* • ..U), .. MN i.- l.Ntllil r.-...1 ce 11• .-... oemlll ce nplaot m-. 
VI Jllpl • "1- Nib tr • ..._ru mill PII". llniMm a _.. ..n IHI. ... . 

lfCll"d1111 UM NPrlnit,- et - KaF•• nertN ta tto n .. deotdtd w ,...._ 
- ... IN tW' Cllo 11._. -· - .,._. •Ill - - Cllo -11'1 el Cllo -· ,,_... WU a dt .. ul• • Ute - I ... N tf &.- 11.lkM, IDd ....... UmrlD l'Nd 
...... - GINOl.a ,,,_ - It 11119, .,........ .C Lawe.• n....-. ftl'7 .. NIN' 
11111 ...... •tcb ... 19'111 &lib __... .. 1\tll ,- • mu. ill _.. ... wtlll Erta 
,.,.. . ....... Ill • NMDI C.D, ldlltr'lal au ... - -.rlH ... Pl&allllll, All 

- - .. -- ., .. .....-11 .. ,1. •1101q .... IM hltlllod, - - N 
-, ....... 111, -.i .... t.rPt ef...., u tfftl'IIIII b 1be ......... ,...... 

Afla" &at.II dl...att11, .._ ....... 11 dl'*"1tMac. p11Ptl'9 w!llcb NIN a ..... et 
....,.., eeda ...-.. -.atabl a le&'4r. Ve lilllll w tlad rrm &be• u -, et a.. 
...... er eld ,er1ec11..i. u .. ...id, ubl ... 1ecier ... .i,. n.n ..... r ... 
wa... Jella r.n-eu, ""'* u.rt..111, Pa& a.atre:r, ..a JNk t1el"IM· 

Bert ... llU pr'NID&ed ....... • lllllll"lMk lei.. 1911 N'elND Lee. • ... N 
di ........ fllll"Nlns, w .... f'Npell tad Pr-* Dmtll INb .,... .. , .. •t 1, . 

"Ml.17 ....... 8*N u &e wt,. dml ca. .._ 9VbAr1ea ......... ed IMI' W 1111* 
er • •liable ..U4I0\1Ye • ....... ibl .,.11111, NII•._ wtCll _. ieu..r ONlll:,alMd 
b ta.I.... J• Pan-ell eel l'rliu: u.ta _.. lbe ........ . 

1fm .. u-,: IIIMIIY, April 11CII.. 
BIU.111-

lilllR 
°"" ..... a\ Sue DI.lat• 2ID .... " ., ....... it• Niii •• , ........... 

Pl'Ulft\, i.. Ml .. 'Nl'7 _. Nnr la IINJ.111., al~ lie letl ..,.17. • •enr, wlllt. 
UM .,....,. "**- er a11 lbNe ,......, rer u. u .. _. 11e 11.111 ,ai tace Ulilt rtnit-

______ 
1111 i.eru .... • 1 ....... 111 Calk .. •n.e 1111.1.Mr'e,• 111 .. cnc, .. wtUt. t1M 

... ._ et Nib U. -., .. , .... UC1 wrl ................... wtUl ti. ~ _... 
Nld .... Ulat. • t• ,.._.. ... ._ Vb.J.'411" 1111111 • 01119lele .. , •f .,,.. 11111..,,. ...... _. 
• dl•kT at. &be VNd On. IIIKlll• • 

a.a. ... u- er lbt 11....., Md ... u., ,....-i. tna UMlr UbnrlMa . 
Om~ ,........ a ..... , .... - tJ'N. CM Kllr'MJ•lde cllll>. 1be .._.. _. 

11o11 ai,u,o. •- pl•• - _.... llf' a1111At .. w N1-1u -" · 
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Lift PacDln 1•n the •st .. iarc placu In • quls. Ht by ltn Whti.r. B• 
recelnd , Bmtttt book u hi• Jrlst. 

R-, Hopkin•' Mltctltn •t • cblpttr tr. tt.&Mt 1031, •fbe to.:1 ,r u. Rane,• u 
a Nldtna IC• ta.trlJ bNU,tl.t dmi ~ beult, ua, dtalecu• beiwen a.ti Cb'"7, Tmlli and 
Pleet ~tnc ut.rmt17 f'lllnl· 

flnall.7 R.uben Gld...,, OIDCalc:Ud bl1 'Twlnl9 qut1. EHc lMINnet: ... tlnl with 
Ult CCllll>lttt Ht ... UIMN. 

art• Derl•, In Ute ohtlr, c.crdleled ~ Mt\lnc •11 MCI nae.ct Ulac ntn "'*"'d 
tn tbt 1.T.Y. Badrdrop Preer- .... et Chi old ~ra will be ttaWNd. 

Nut •etlDC •Ill bt held at 40.£11••.r• RNd, Oolltt Htll, 1..todtn, N.w. 10. , tn 
Sunday, Aprll 11Ul. Undl.J nett t.bt date, ~ SW'ldq t.hl1 it• •Ire to Cuter 1>11' 
btlnc w t.htrd 8-1)batb. l!rw:117 l et Cht bNt tlMW It atttndlQJl. In .,,. ,r u,,, 
jubllH or the Ntl•n Lff LtbNrT nut Jul7, Ulla ••Ure tlllllld be tn'4nntnc . 

IIICU: BDIJAIIIN, 

REV I E\I 
"THE \/ITCHES OF NOTTI NG HILL" 

'ti. A , Ballinger 
(Mayflower 2/6) 

Stories of the occult with their lurid descriptions of gruesome 
religious ceremonies , their casts of unhealthy - minded characters 
slinki ng with siniste r purport in (.tn aura of moral depravity and 
evil , are not ingredients everybody would select as part of their 
reading menu. Until I emerged from the fog of superstition whiCh 
blanketed the opening chapters I thought that I was going to be 
disappointed i n a Ballinger story for the first time . 

The author , however, uses the occult as a means to the plot 
rather than the base of it , and with Blake , Tinker and Pedro getting 
hot on the trail of t he murderer , things soon begin to go wrong for 
the old firm . Firs t, Tinker is pushed over a cliff, am is presumed 
by Blake to be dead ; then Blake himself is trapped by the murderer 
and secured in a refrigerato r with Julia Humboldt, an attractive 
secretary , whose nearness invariably sent the temperature of her 
employer soaring several degrees . In the circumstances Blake might 
have wished her capable of adjusting his own blood pressure to meet 
the needs of the moment. Then, freed by Tinker after being almost 
frozen to death , Blake is soon pitchforked into the blazing shambles r 
of his own Bentley in a startlingly original climax. 

Pedro, enjoyin g less of the comfort of Baker Street than he has 
for a long time , is now puttin g in quite a deal of compulsory over
time ; and Coutts - old George to his unofficial f r iends - also plays 
a part , It is difficult to express just how good it feels to have 
these two old favourites back to their former prominence in the 
stories . 

* * * * * 
llalter Webb 
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Elf.' 'fotM.,<=1:!: 1t
11':fta1!*.!t':! :!'::..-::'!:, U:.:: :Z~:::n 

e, dlt.&11. 1 will ..s, tbu Ille ""'1H ... •11 wrtue , ma, IN r .... , (a....i i:r > 

I• ctoct, &be ~att• rr """" u.e -, w Mr• i.ct rer .,. , ..... 111111 ca., 
Ult •btlt thin& II lUlt u., 1nt1, bll _.. 11.U C1M eld 11*.t. 1ai, lllut., - • 

llhr, eb wb;J, II It oeceuar, t.o otntlDUI • pepptrti,.- u.. Tarn& Wida ,uueRl'ft llallH , 

mntCHNr7 11'1~1.atten, ., a Jlllr•lcal cb.ll'llei«" md m,, l cs tftl7 OHal dtr &I c•l 
1111 O&lcalac«I 1 .. 11,1 W UIS f ... alM NL 

I wml U. D19 8U141t 11.ab Mat.a it bl a .COUI U mall u ..,..,,-. I • ~ 

Tinted, Ullulb, 0..t lbtl Olin •lJ' blppm It UM at.orlH.,.. dnged M et Che al.ft 

ml dirt er CM ...-cal.ltd "X• Cl'd_. a ra1Nd ap1n te GM b lsb 8\aadlr'da ,r dal bt1t 

et Ult ' Old °"'fr,• Lt&'• Ml'I ... blDHI-~ det.ecUN 1wr111 ll,81D • & 

N&1 . ....... , •• , .. .._1,. 
I * Ute o.n:,. Pu,Jbl7 ll'• NClllle ..... 8dl ., - ...... ... n .. M Jun 

no..i,la. Vbtitnr 1t la, I .i..,, twf • a .. , .-Jeflblt U• Nldlac bh dhrJ -

•ICb i. •, ptrMO&llJ', uira enJtJMnt beclUH or bl• otnatant Nt.nncu te ibl £ ... u 

OlalltJTaldt. 

Un tac& •• did DH ..... C.bd lbt ... s.a. L. ctc1.cl M t bt t mlHd In mr dtl&Jl. 

OUr _a, rtftrnd i. ll>o ..,,... .. pabllcl1!'. -a>.) 

HJcg.y BDO€ff (lADdenh Ctuld "" 1tn • 81'1 w .... utrn oenctratns 1e1.1m1 omu . 
H, er. tor Che Holldl1 ancl Cbuplea Annmi. Lii 'Cbe ••17 }()'•• 811 *-1nca.,.. 

•1111.1' t.t m wttb •fM"o-e:lcle NCl,w. 

( c., - help l t1der -m -m.1 
llll!l..lll!ll! (LIYlrpNl): MI bolllod lilt,._ MI ·- -- Or lo 
~t • i.lnd er Sue.a B1*•,... aNd. me. tlltrtll • 1-nltt.J. tr NJ. tH" 

MZ11Ntl ? 

lS!l!!...!lY! canr,ns>: Wba\ a ..... u.u 1e1 .. - u ..,. a it• .. ~ "' 11'* G>eN 

lnhl"tl&.td In Ult MbbJl I, f«' ..,., 'NUl.d be dell&)lild c.. liUT •• .- CM7 an 

an.11.able. 

(NIQ CblDU c.. lar&• ...... , er rem ... *• WNle • ,1a11r l t•a. a .. oe-.ot tn 
ldlWr't&l. -a, .) 

~~ fllCIJ,,.(.._ ): D--·---rtul-lHIIIJ- . I 
~- ..; ii.i 11en1111 ,, N a np.r1er r .. Cb• )lenll Letdl •- · IDd lilt NA 

a -.n eel.a • Cbl •rto cur. .• le UNd u oau rer •· 1 ~r 11.s. NPll"lllll 
• •rr., ef IMrC•. • 

(DNI flJfT elll• N.Str ~ 1 1'N7 tt I IU'U'P9 .ltoll"dt,w ie ~ IC _, a N11al 

.. 1111 ... , ...... ,.....,, ., .. -«>.) 

!!il!..l6M. (Ll-lll h Did 1W oo, 1oe lllot Dwo' rtftrnd i. 1 ....., 111 0•1'1• RI
~' ,r,1..a VMlld U.1. be Nr. &-.,.? 

(Wo ~ llllllt 1' alaR ctnalnlJ' - -a>. ) 

!!;,:f!.«!::'-:1~~~ ~ °:°.!:':. ~:c!:':1,~.~f!:'!;o,~~r:*:i:s:i. 
One wmld mtnr. t.bet tbt "l)P lJ ,r l Qf..,..tl't• 11'\lcl•• deallrc •Ub a ltaitted 

.tpec:lallNd tttld NU.Id MN *lJldltd trw a .Cndf n. 1,,1 • emllla'cdl"U•l•, llat 
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Chere u ccrtalnl7 ne eYldtnc. et Cbh In Ult Amul. I dtn•t. IDwt b• ,- de 1, , Mlt 
.. al&b'l O"&tetul tb&t 1'U de . 

;:o~[.~~W~)~le~~ :!1:'J: :! :: ~=:I=·~ =!~i:_ 1t 
featured reprint, •t lbt prt-1914 st. J lat1 .IUrlta md •• •t ca., If.Oriti ln lbla 
p,erl~ 1\r'lk .. • u btln& • Ptrftee tUIP le •t hllt a con~ touct, cm be 11:kMd 
14t In tld 1tnl• It -:! ...-, la c«no\ Ibis atery appNNd ,-ttM In U. atCllllt fl 
19» tnd ttawrtd lerr 1n tnt ,r bla ctletn c.d 'dl11UI• .. eptltdl,. At 1nt peJ.ac hi 
-, NtUnc tn a crlCIUI aeda IDd - 1 1111m:. lt ., CitN - wu .. , a NIIACC' 111btab 
aa dtsrlbtd 11 •a in,to.i ltti ,r bedtltne NIIUQ&.• 'ledJllM t.ourc- wu, ,t 
Cfll'N, a tlubback t.o l.be lMwNd teuz- ti Au.&Nlla a f• .. su Jl't'fleul7 - bH lll t 
er1,1na1 ,ccy., trrtnm ~ 1912. 

i~" ='-=, C!~~~.:·.~r.e:_~ :~::!!:n:.11~~.:.c'TUC:o -=-~~ 
•erk Cftld •l.J bt dlrlt b7 peeplt wbt c.rul.7 ln, tbtlr btibtlJ. &.,.....,,,.,..-OIIICUlltd 

-ld bl blll>IY ·-· 
!!&.Jd!!!! (Bl.&cQNl}: a. tlr . Acnmn•a litter. I --.,1-d Ulla bid&• ldta fflt" 2 
,,an 111. GtoO u Mt It IMl'ltttDtd apln. t fetl mrt Nildlra Wlllld bl enim.at .. ttc 
11\d ftrwwd Ulelr cub In ldTIDCt 'ti tin.met Che pl.In ,_.. a b.S,:t tr ilt. Jilt It lllllld 
nffd Nntltnl,w enc, ff twice In c.o. In ,rd .. c. cet eno.wi lnllr'uied, ClDcl bJ 
DI• 81Mc.b.lnc • ., tn tbt et tt111, n1e1 .. , ""1ld bt t,en . 

~ ~~ >to~ ~:':!1~:;'~~1:1:' .:!!:!: ~1!!:~·-~~ 
l'UffllHt c.111...-l ban ..., en Cbt ttlM . J Rill MY• pan et the 1rtctna1 rtl'R 
retl er tbe tiller tu.a ..ntltned • 'HI• N• J etl' and lbluld bt pltUld te NDd _,.. 
lnteN1tec1 a dtMn rrwm, trH u.1, ni. en N ettpc. ,r a ,.a.e. ,,,. .. ctn qaU.e 1Nd 
osciure, mm MUntea r .. a s11c1e PNltct .. . 

~:it~~~,=~~ .. '•r::; :.!:':!.:!1:!:1!: ~·.:.-1:: ~r.:!i:r~ ~ 
u l:lt"lftl IUOb tn~aitac 1n1c111 lftd ltt.ttn, u In ibl cue ,r Che rt'falc., -.-.. 
Brttb IPd H•lltlWI IUPPtl"l«'I. Wh1 q'Cllt lbeuld aappue Shat °'' rlnll aN pUlnc 
emt7ed, t tall c. lmdtrltmd. Te bt called a Ntter b7 a trtlDdlJ rtnl 11 ltNl7 
net t.M UITlblt . Ai .,. lld ICbNl (St. JI•'•, , r GelS'N) U11 ... Htu.81 r,11 ... nn 
&1-,1 •nnent IOd 11'9 Bcbttl h\l.H 1 c.d.ll nner taJlld &e ... u c.b• ... Tet Chq 
tttll re•tnecl RlT&ll IDd Cbma. I a1-,, cen,teltNd t.bl.t 8"*• ""'' a btuer 
dtetct.ln ,cer, tbm Hliallt.ta , but C.H. t.1a111 bid hla btat wtUl a NbNl M17 . 

~ (Llnrpooll: tlaraUT Alli- -•ten, a rr tllld or btr' ra11>ert1""" ..... 
tchool .norttt - OINl d RICMl"d Htat Ht11mt. An lrtlbma, be cdd 8tnoa Blat11 11X1 
lot>ln Mooda. Comptea Nacbmlt ID Illa au\obtoen,bf '"*' or bllr 111N7 m wu '° 
Un In ibt pai.,- o.,, or Cbt 1.0 .P. •so I UCIPtd INtdlld ptpaN uu U. Napti.• 
But u BlllY Bmt er wu atlll 101DC: ei.ronc: 'hi• authr wu el.oNr In IOUdl wU:11: tOClq ="~ ~ ~.~!'::i0f1o~ :'i::!:.1:..,~ :==.;::~, 1.81 ::-:1d 
rou bur Dent, ROl"dtn oa ff -, &bat hi prettn"-1 Sucon BJ.tkt io had? 

FOR-SALE: R;d-i~k-fo;-B~;.,-{str~) 1925;--B:; B.;;,k f;r-B<,;s- (s°i;~) 
1925 and 1928; Blackie ' s Boys Annual 1928 {?) ; Boys ' 
lhnget {Bl ackie) 1929 {?) Offers? 

MILLER, 501 HIIJ.'lIDE GROVE, LONDON I N. 14 

! 
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~All'v '"" .r., 1,tj '-'-<<er b.~-
Whtn 1 rtr1t - Cbat article trcm tbt nine., 8ookcut I UIOU&ht hi .. 

Nttn-lnc to tbat ratbtr llkMblt cb&r..:h r rrom. A.Mrt.oa dr..-i ~ r. Opper Wt 
IC)peand In \be •111 ...._,,,• knGllll ror a ti• u Kt?PT Hool11m, the Hool11*" 
t•U1 In 'Nuaeuii tt. lnc C011Pltt.el.J' unknOlln io • unttl rnnt hittnc•ll' • wiuatic..
-c. In iui mon'Ul'• •c .o.• Ne'f'trUltltN tt ... llk tlY that the •Nuuttt: Hoollpn 
•1cht tw.n llYen the tnc,traUon tor i.hl1 law dlanoter and co Prf'hlD,t ltllY lntrlase
ment wu ltnolli In tbll oount17 u Ha:,py tk.,- Koccan. Kia tlr.i apptannc, undC' U'lat 
n.-. .., Jn Cbe •Bt1 BuclltC.1 la JuJ.y 1900. Ht1 IJlPMNnl:t _. rather ..,.modlo .i 
tlrai. In Jime 19Ce ht .. JolMd by hta brother oi.o. Oua and tbt)' appeared 
resularl.Y lllt U INII 190'.J eu1 tbe ' Bia Budl•L* O"GWlY ton tta ooetc ptocuna Ind 
becue aart or an all .C.Of'7 ~er. 

So alt.tr the •vom.- besan, tbt1 HM l:lappJ I.kt wt'Ul hll ttn hu llldt ht• 
appu.ranct In that paper, too . Ttiat wu tn 1902. In tht 1 Wondtf"'I which btcmt Che 
•JHt.tr arm wone1_. H1PP11tt wu Joined •ttb 11\t -.,y &o,ya and Wr He- a fin 
ta•ourlt t tor 1cm yec-1 after . Tb.Ht •rt drail'I by Leonard 8httldJI .. 

It ta ra ther atncul ar chat tn J1nuar, 1903 th t 'Big B\Xl1et• ,,.,., notle• cti&t tht 
lllwitratton • In the Pfl)•r ..... eomtght tn Brttatn .net the United State, Ind ~ 
publteatlon ln the Untc.d Itncd«- nproduel,w ,- tn any fora withou t pent1Hton 11 
ltabl t tor tnrrtrc....,t under w Cop,rl&ht Act. Dtd thl• n:ttr to Happy l~ I 11110ndtr. 

BUKT~ THE SPORTSJ,1.AN 
Frank Richards 

(Casse ll . 11/6) 
Jr, spite of the rumour that t her e ~ere to be nc mere poot-\·:ar 

"Bunters , " the la test and )Bh of then: is in the sh.Q;f• . this month. _ _ 
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uBw-.tei::; the Sfor tsman" stould appeal to man,y boys . My duty is t o 
asseS:i"i ts ·rik ely appt-b l to the adult Gl"eyfrt a:rs. fan , .#\d the t is more 
diff i cu.lt . 1 Mcst adtilts will fjnci. tna t i t 'ptis ses 'a pl easant enough 
hour or so , and rill p1·obabl y enjoy sif tin g the basic lll1,rot ab ilities . 

The ' tale starts well . Ver nor.- Sm1 th arid Bunter go for a midnight 
cer trip. The ca r is \o.Tecked, and t he b6ys heve to walk hoir.e to 
Gr eyf ri ar a . As they near Hcgben Crarlge , wt-.ere a robbery has ju.e t 
bee ri committed , t he t hief , pursued ty Sir Julius Hcgl'en end his s taff , 
:)ides a ruby in the pockc·t of t he jacke t ·wonf by Bur.ter wt.a is t ald ng 
a r,ap ur1cer t he trees . 

The ~lot centre s on the searer fo r t he missing ruby , but the st ory 
is rot aid ed by a nun:ber of slai:-sticK chaptern ir. the mic:dle . 

Though Greyf r ia r s boys wear bl&zer s , tts Hr. Chapnm1, tl.,! c.rt:'..!:t it• 
ca r, ful to make £vid ent, Bunter, in order 'o lo ok distinguished , borrovs 
a successi on of Ml;uleverer ' s Se.vile Row jackets , wbich he s lits up the 
bock to m&ke them suit hi 8 gi rth . It is rathe r hard to see hem anyor.e
could expect tc lock dis t inguished in any jacket , eve r. one created in 
~vile Ro" , slit up the back . 

It i s al so perh aps a tr if l e incredible t h.et MEuleverer , 'l'lho seeo:s 
to o;:n pler:ty of j acket s , shoul d bothe r to send for re pa ir a specimer. 
whict. , ap&rt from tein g s!i t Uf the back , a lso had part of i t s colla r 
torn away arid ot-viously w&s so well - wor n tha t it h&d a hole in the 
pocket . 

The tale t ends to be slightly complic a ted , tho uef. there is nothin g 
really to bother the intellect . The ir.tro dsc tion of Hogben Grange is 
a neat touct. which gives au thentic ity of a sort. Mr. Prout ' s refe r-
er:ces to his days in the Rockit>s pltu.~ the ini.ro di...c tion of Buls trod.e 
will be ple asing to mw-,y wl<o love th e red ME.gnet . But I f ar.cy t hat 
Ct.erles Hamilton abar.doned both Uul~tro cie a.rd the Rockies , lor:g , lon g 
ago. • 

"Bunter, the Sports1um 11 is a ple asan t er:.ough little story , a ni 
the r e is nothing really to jar on the Greyfriars mE.n who rea:embers the 
old de.ys. The autho r has cl early tried hard to keep tht: ol d a tn_os-
phere, to avoid anythi ng wf,ict. m.ight clear.. with tradi ti or: - i n sh ort , 
to please us . These points are worth remen.berin& • 

. 
'' .,. .... jl • .. . ' . 

Edlttd t:11 Crlc flJ'fte, E.zc.ellltr House, Grov• ROid, SurbHon, 8UrTt1 
Llibo ct.lpUeac..S b7 Tork Dupll cat 1nc Senl cta, 12.a n., Shut,lea• Tort 


